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our Okinawan culture as well 
as  the  legacy of  the  OAA 
from one  generation  to  the 
next in a continuous cycle of 
traditions.   As we celebrate 
our  Centennial,  we  should 
also reflect on the struggles 
and successes of our previous 
generations that have laid the 
foundation for this wonderful 
organization.   We  should 
build on our past, but always 
look toward the future. 
     As we look forward with a 
year  filled  with  numerous 
challenges, we ask for your 
sincere support  of  the Oki-
nawa Association of America 
throughout the year. 
     Once again, thank you for 
appointing me for leadership 
and  the  privilege  that  you 
have given me to once again 
serve as president during this 
special time in our organiza-
tion’s history.  Together, we 
will make it possible to con-
tinue the tradition of the OAA 
for future generations of Oki-
nawans. 

�����I am very honored that 
you have once again elected 
me  to  serve  as  President 
throughout this very special 
year. I accept this appoint-
ment  with  pride  for  our 
culture and organization. I 
pledge to meet your expec-
tations and commit myself 
to the highest standards. 
     This year marks a mile-
stone in our organization’s 
history; it is a testament of 
the Okinawan community’s 
desire to preserve and cele-

brate the Okinawan culture.  
During this festive year, the 
OAA will  have numerous 
events planned to mark the 
occasion. Kenneth Kamiya 
and Yoshihiro Tome will be 
serving as Co- Chairpersons 
for the 100-Year commit-
tee. 
     To make this year suc-
cessful,  we will  need the 
understanding. cooperation, 
and support of all the mem-
bers  of  our  organization.  
Together, with the Board of 
Directors, members of the 
OAA,  and the 100-  Year 
Committee, we will be able 
to commemorate our 2009 
Centennial with great suc-
cess. 
     The theme for the Cen-
tennial celebrations is “Ichi 
nu Ichimadin” which trans-
lates to “Generation to Gen-
eration.” 
     The theme is  in  refer-
ence to the transmitting of 
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     What a memorable 
party! From beginning to 
end, this celebration was 
not only a commemoration 
of our 100th year, but also 
a joyful affirmation of the 
theme Ichi nu Ichimadin –
From Generation to Gen-
eration! Three generations 
of talented musicians were 
duly represented in the 
performance of the classi-
cal Kaimaku and Kagi-
yadefu Bushi, the tradi-
tional celebratory opening 
to an auspicious occasion. 
The audience’s attention 
was immediately directed 
to a large screen on which 
a nostalgic look at OAA’s 
past was projected, with 
rare film footage and pho-
tos of the “olden days”, 
including the picnics at 
Elysian Park, and parties 
and meetings at the old 
Okinawa Clubhouse in 
Los Angeles. It was nar-
rated by longtime mem-
bers who grew up with the 
OAA, who were inter-
viewed by Lesley Chinen, 
producer of the videos 
presented at the party.  
     The older generations 
were paid tribute onstage 
by a group of boys and 
girls, who danced to a 
heartwarming song titled 
Nifaiyu, which means 
“thank you” in the Yae-
yama dialect: “…you must 
always keep in mind the 
love and suffering of your 
elders who raised you.. 
...from the bottom of our 
hearts, thank you.” Heart-
felt thanks were also given 
to the past OAA Presi-
dents and OAA Fujinbu 

Chairpersons for their life-
time of dedication. Certifi-
cates of Appreciation were 
presented to the outgoing 
2008 OAA Board Mem-
bers, Officers and Chairper-
sons and the new 2009 
leaders were sworn in by 
OAA’s legal counsel, Ste-
ven Awakuni. Speeches by 
2008 President Ken Kamiya 
and 2009 President Chogi 
Higa prompted us to look 
forward to the exciting fes-
tivities and events planned 
for the 100th Anniversary 
celebrations in 2009. Con-
gratulatory speeches were 
given by Deputy Consul 
General Yoshimasa Tezuka 
and Nanka Kenjinkai 
Kyogikai President Mack 
Miyazaki. On behalf of the 
people onstage born in the 
Year of the Ox, kampai was 
given by Mr. Kamiya. The 
M.C.s were Julian Ely who 
showed off his fluency in 
Japanese, and Vicky Oshiro 
Nishiuchi, who mixed in 
some Spanish as well as 
Japanese. 
      After a delicious lunch-
eon of filet mignon and 
salmon, the second half of 
the program opened with a 
video narrated by four 
young people who de-
scribed the activities and 
various committees of the 
OAA. With an enthusiastic 
“Please join us!”, they and 
35 young people gathered 
to urge the audience to join 
the OAA in celebrating its 
100th Anniversary in the 
coming year. On such an 
uplifting note, the young 
people of the OAA and the 
Okinawan community dis-

played their talents and 
celebrated this happy occa-
sion with taiko, Okinawan 
dance, sanshin, martial arts 
and hula. The top raffle 
prizes of $500 cash given 
by OAA, 2 free roundtrip 
fares to Las Vegas donated 
by Uyehara Travel, and the 
Grand Prize of a free round-
trip fare to Japan donated 
by IACE Travel were pre-

sented near the end of the 
program. 
     It’s true that time flies 
when you’re having fun! 
Young and old danced exu-
berantly to the fast-paced 
kachaashi music, then over 
700 people joined hands 
around the room to sing 
Bashofu together. It was a 
perfect ending to a happy 
day. 
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Presenting 2009 Board of Directors and Officers����             
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� Sitting] Helene Shimane (Board Member, Secretary, Fujinbu), Ka-
tsuko Arakawa (Board Member, Auditor), Sadao Tome (Board 
Member, History), Ken Kamiya (Board Member, Building, Karaoke 
Club), Chogi Higa (President, Board Member, Uchinaaguchi Class), 
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Masanobu Ajifu (Board Member, Vice-President, 
Seisonenbu), Kimiko Goya (Board Member, Vice-
President, Treasurer), Naomi Endow (Board Member, 
Corresponding Secretary, Membership), [Standing] Yuko 
Yamauchi (Administrative Staff, Membership, Uta-
Sanshin), Hiroshi Yamauchi (Board Member, Katayabira 
Oral History), Tomiko Akamine (Board Member, Social/
Hospitality), and Shigeko Yamauchi (Board Member, 
Kajimaya).  
(Not shown in photo) Aiko Tokunaga (Vice-President, 
Chief Financial Officer, Culture), Sachiko Arakaki 
(Board Member), Dan Ashimine (Board Member) and 
Vicky Oshiro-Nishiuchi (Board Member), Junko Kawate 
(Library), Eihachi Ota (Martial Arts), Tatia Oshidari 
(Scholarship). 
**2009 will be a busy year as we celebrate OAA’s 100th 
Anniversary! 
   Please support these dedicated 2009 OAA Leaders with 
your participation, suggestions and help.  We have only 
one paid employee so everyone needs to volunteer their 
time and effort to make all of our OAA events success-
ful.     
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�����Our Fujinbu is in the 
midst of our membership 
drive.  It is only $5.00 if you 
are a 2009 OAA mem-
ber.  We want to provide 
friendship among our mem-
bers as we work together at 
OAA events but also learn 
through our cooking & craft 
classes and a health & safety 
lecture.  Best of all, we will 
have a field trip to relax and 
enjoy ourselves. 
     Our Shinbokukai for Fu-
jinbu members will be on 

Sunday, March 8, 2009 
from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm 
in the Yamauchi Build-
ing.  We will have pre-
ordered $10 bento with 
homemade togan soup, en-
tertainment and raffle.  
     We are having a Har-
rah’s Indian Casino Fund-
raiser on Tuesday, March 
17, 2009 with 8:00am de-
parture and 6:00pm return 
at Gardena Park.  The cost 
is $25 with all proceeds 
going into the 100th Anni-

versary Fund.   Please call 
the OAA office to sign up. 
     Our first Cooking Class 
with Nancy Niijima will be 
on April 11, 2009 from 
1:30pm to 3:30pm in the 
Yamauchi Building for a $5 
fee.  Nancy will demon-
strate how to make Somen 
Champuru and Jushime. 
Our first Craft Class with 
Setsuko Fujimoto will be on 
May 16, 2009 from 1:30pm 
to 3:30pm in Room 103 for 
a $5 fee.  Setsuko will dem-

onstrate how to do a fresh 
flower arrangement. 
     We hope you will join 
the Fujinbu and participate 
in our events. 

Martial Arts Committee 
Off to a New Start!  
�����������������������������������������
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     The Martial Arts Com-
mittee (M.A.C) has offi-
cially selected Sensei Ei-
hachi Ota as this year's 
acting Chairperson. Under 
this new direction, many 
exciting things are work-
ing on being accom-
plished, including: an up-
dated M.A.C website with 
an official “Martial Arts 
Committee” link on the 
OAA main web site (with 
information regarding how 
the people can get in-
volved with Okinawan 
karate); plans for more 
Okinawan martial arts re-
lated activities at the OAA 
center; and much more!  
The Committee kicked-off 
the New Year by showcas-
ing a karate demonstration 
at the OAA's Annual New 
Year Party this past Janu-

ary. Representing the 
committee were Ms. Ash-
ley Arashiro (Ryuei-ryu 
Karate), Sensei Kaz Fu-
nakoshi (Goju-ryu) and 
Sensei Eihachi Ota 
(Matsubayashi Shorin-
ryu).  On stage, students 
and teachers alike per-
formed their traditional 
kata to a packed audi-
ence. Mr. Prince Loeffler 
(Shugyokan Dojo) and 
his students assisted by 
taking up the responsi-
bilities of stage crew. 
      This is a cru-
cial period for the com-
mittee as well as the 
OAA, not only for the 
significance of the 100th 
anniversary, but also be-
cause it is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for 
the older generation to 

reach a much broader au-
dience than years past. It 
is the sincere hope of the 
committee members that 
the younger Okinawan 
generation will recognize 
these efforts and want to 
get involved so that the 
knowledge and wisdom 
of our teachers may be 
secured for many more 
generations to come. For 
more information on the 
Martial Arts Commit-
tee, you can contact Ota 
Sensei at:  
eihachi.ota@sbcglobal.net.      
     The Martial Arts Com-

mittee consists of various 
Okinawan martial arts 
schools, but is also open 
to having non-Okinawan 
martial artists as mem-
bers. The current senseis 
in the committee are listed 
here by name: Katsuhide 
Kinjo, Tomohiro Ara-
shiro, Prince Loeffler, 
Mike George, Kaz Funa-
koshi, and Eihachi Ota. 
For further contact infor-
mation on any of their 
dojos, you can send an 
email to the OAA at:  
mensore@earthlink.net 
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celebration was due to the 
talented and hardworking 
members, Sachiko Arakaki,  
Nosho Miyagi, Richiko Na-
kashima, Kazuko Ka-
suyama, Yasumasa Nitta, 
Jane Kamiya and Joy Afuso 
for their creativity and ex-
pending many hours of 
preparation.  
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     On Sunday, February 22, 
2009, Geino-Bu held their 
installation of new officers at 
Sea Empress Restaurant in 
Gardena.  Over 80 members 
and guests in a pre-arranged 
seating arrangement was sug-
gested and encouraged by 
Nosho Miyagi-sensei, assisted 
by Richiko Nakashima and 
Kazuko Kasuyama so that 
members could renew, deepen 
and strengthen their relation-
ships with all Geino-Bu mem-
bers.  The perfect theme cho-
sen for 2009 through 2010 is 
the “Rainbow” theme, 
whereby incoming chairper-
son, Aiko Majikina, asked for 
continued support for unity, 
strength and renewal. 
     In the beginning�  a brief 
ceremony was conducted in 
appreciation to the past chair-
person, Katsuko Teruya-sensei 
and her officers with a presen-
tation of an engraved star 
plaque for their excellent job 
for the past two years. 

     The installation ceremony 
was  conducted by Takushi Ya-
sukazu-sensei the charter presi-
dent of GEINO-BU twenty-two 
years ago in 1987. 
     A rainbow is made up of 
seven different colors – red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo and violet. Each one of 
these colors is exquisite.  How-
ever, when they all come to-
gether to form a rainbow, they 
become unequaled in beauty. 
Likewise, GEINO-BU is made 
up of many dedicated towards 
the study of the Ryukyu per-
forming arts.  Each person is 
unique, but in joining GEINO-
BU each member becomes a 
part of a colorful group un-
equaled in strength. 
     During the ceremony, each 
officer was installed with a dif-
ferent color representing crea-
tive abilities, organizational 
skills and leadership qualities. 
Alone, each color is striking, 
but when the colors come to-
gether, a larger more beautiful 

thing occurs. A rainbow is cre-
ated, as each color is needed to 
make this rainbow, each office 
is necessary to make GEINO-
BU run properly. 
      Officers are:  V.P., George 
Asato, Atsushi Gushi and 
Richiko Nakashima; Secretary, 
Naomi Endow and Kazuko 
Katsuyama; Treasurer, Violet 
Nishihira; Music chair, Ya-
sumasa Nitta, Steve Matsumoto 
and Ryoji Inatsugi; Dance 
chair, Michiko Numata and 
Nobuko Ajifu; and Advisors, 
all past presidents. 
     It was a party atmosphere 
decorated with “Rainbow” logo 
and balloons throughout.  But 
the best part of the evening was 
the delicious and scrumptious 
dinner selected and arranged by 
Sachiko Arakaki-sensei.  The 
joyous evening flowed with the 
charm and graciousness of 
M.C., Yuko Yamauchi and 
concluded with all the talented 
karaoke singers.   
     Finally, the success of the 
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     The Japanese Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
of Southern California organizes an annual year-end 
charity drive to raise funds for Keiro Senior Health-
care, in collaboration with various community organi-
zations.   
     Since 2002, OAA has volunteered for three con-
secutive weekends at the Mitsuwa Market in Torrance 
to solicit funds for this worthy cause. This year, the 
amount  collected  by  our  organization  totaled 
$1,560.00. 
     A special thanks to the members of Tamagusuku-
Ryu Kansen-Kai, Teruya Sokyoku Kenkyusho, Shima 
Seiichi Ryukyu Minyo Kyoshitsu, and Miyagi-ryu  
Toyomu-kai Arakaki Sachiko Ryubu Kenkyusho. A 
special thanks to our OAA members who volunteered 
for this good cause in December 2008.  I hope that 
more groups and members will volunteer this year.  
     This charity drive is designed to help the Keiro 
Senior Healthcare to continue serving the community 
for future generations to come. 
     Ippee nifee deebiru!�

Keiro Senior Healthcare  
Charity Drive � �� �� �� �    ����������
�� ����

Okinawan Dietary Culture and Longevity� 
 

Come sample Okinawan food products and compete in a Sata Andagii Contest! 

As part of OAA’s Centennial 
calendar of events, we are 
hosting a unique event on the 
Okinawan diet and it’s contri-
bution to longevity. Represen-
tatives from different Okina-
wan companies will provide 
samplings of their products 
while a professor from Oki-
nawa University will discuss 
the Okinawan diet and life-
style.  In addition, a sata anda-
gii contest will finish the 
event.      
      It has been widely re-
ported in the media that Oki-
nawa has the largest number 
of centenarians and the lowest 
rates of heart disease, Alz-
heimer’s Disease and cancer.  
Researchers conclude that 
these facts are due to a diet 
low in fat, salt and sugar.   
Professor Fujio Ueda of Oki-
nawa University will present 
an introduction to the funda-
mentals of the daily diet and 
way of life in Okinawa.    
      The event will take place 

on March 9th from 6:30pm to 
8:30pm at the OAA Center  
in the Yamauchi Building, 
located at 16500 S. Western 
Avenue in Gardena.  An 
English interpreter will pro-
vide translation throughout 
the program. 
      The event is free to OAA 
members but there is a $2.00 
cover charge for non-
members.  Light appetizers 
will be provided. 
     Representatives from 
Okinawa Kaien Kenkyuusho 
(Okinawan sea salt), the 
Coral Biotech Company 
(coral calcium supplements), 
Southproduct Company 
(Okinawan mozuku, or sea-
weed),  Okinawa Kaisei 
Buttsan Company 
(Shikwaasa or Okinawan 
citrus juice), Okineshia 
Company (brown sugar 
products) and the Okinawa 
Flour Milling Company will 
participate in the event.  
Each company will have 

samples for tasting and their 
products will be available for 
sale. 
     The Okinawa Flour Mill-
ing Company is also co-
sponsoring the sata andagii 
contest.  The contest is open 
to anyone with a recipe to 
share!  The winner will re-
ceive a prize from the Okina-
wan delegation.  Please regis-
ter with the OAA office, if 
you would like to participate 
in the contest.  The phone 
number is (310) 532-1929. 
     For more information on 
the Okinawan diet and lon-
gevity, you can visit the OAA 
Centennial Group on Face-
book or MySpace. 
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Reminder:  
Taiko Bus Trip, 4/21/09����

In Memoriam: 

Haruo  
Yamashiro 

Words cannot express how 

much we will miss Haruo Ya-

mashiro, our dedicated board 

member, past president, volun-

teer and most of all, dear 

friend. Our heart goes out to 

his loving family who gave 

moving tributes to him at his 

memorial service on Feb. 20.  
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Ichi nu Ichimadin  
“From Generation to Generation” 
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     This year will be most memorable for OAA as we celebrate 
our 100th Anniversary in 2009.  When the first Okinawan im-
migrants set foot in North America in 1889, they carried their 
Okinawan homeland in their hearts.  In 1896-1900, the 1st Oki-
nawan settlement was founded in San Francisco and in 1901-
1902, the 1st Okinawan Kenjinkai was formed.   After the San 
Francisco earthquake of 1906, most Okinawan immigrants 
moved down to Los Angeles where about 30 Okinawans had 
settled via Mexico since 1905-1906.  These 2 groups estab-
lished the Nanka Okinawa Kenjinkai in 1909, our organiza-
tion’s predecessor.  The original immigrants’ legacy lives on 
today as we keep our organization strong and strive to instill 
pride of our cultural heritage in our Okinawan youth. 
     Join us by putting an ad in our 100th Anniversary Souvenir 
Book.  Full page = $300 - 1/2 page = $175 (Family photo on 
full or 1/2 pages only) 1/4 page = $100 - 1/8 page = $50 
(business card).  Deadline: June 15, 2009.  **What a great op-
portunity for members to put a family photo ad to share with 
everyone who attend our Celebration from around the world!  
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This is the official newsletter 
of the OAA, Inc. Contributions 
are welcome. For newsletter 
committee approval, email 
your article to  
mensore@earthlink.net  no 
later than May 22, 2009 for the 
next issue. 
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