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Okinawa Association of America, Inc., a Nonprofit Organization

16500 S. Western Avenue, #203, Gardena, CA 90247 (310) 532-1929

Ken Kamiya

Haisai Gusuyo!

Thank you for electing me as your
25th President of OAA, Inc. I would
like to thank Past President, Mr.
Sadao Tome, and his cabinet for the
great job they have done these past
two years. The organization is in
good shape and running smoothly.
The next two years are very critical
because of the upcoming 100th Year
Anniversary of OAA, which will be
held in 2009. We will need many

months to prepare for this gigantic
event. Your help and cooperation
will be greatly appreciated.

This year's Shinnen-enkai was a
huge success. Approximately 600
members and guests attended and
enjoyed a delicious and plentiful
lunch and great entertainment. The
(Uchinanchu
Spirit) was evident throughout the

"Chimugukuru"

hall. Tell your friends and relatives

who did not attend, to mark their

calendars for next year's party,
which will be held on 1/20/08.
Hopefully by the time you are read-
ing this article, the elevator at the
OAA Center will be operational. The
finishing touches are now in
progress and a final inspection by
the State of California inspector will
be required.

Thank you for your patience and un-
derstanding these past months. We
are still accepting donations to the
Elevator Fund. Please send your do-
nation to the OAA Office, if you
wish to donate.

Let's work together to strengthen

OAA

"Chimugukuru"

and spread the
(Uchinanchu

Spirit). Ippee Nifee Deebiru!!!

Wanted - student for Jr. Study Tour

Date: July 18 - July 30, 2007

(Homestay from July 18 to July22)
Place: Okinawa
Cost:

for by the Okinawan Prefectural Government

All program expenses including airfare paid

(except homestay expenses)
Need relative or friend for homestay

Qualifications: - of Okinawan descent

- Between ages 13 to 18

- Family member of OAA

- in good health, friendly, socialable

* Someone who has never been to Okinawa is preferred
* Although Japanese language is not required,

some ability of Japanese is preferred.

**For application form, call OAA office (310)532-1929
Deadline: Thursday, March 15, 2007 (postmarked)
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Events

March 25 "Okinawa in Pop Culture Series #3"
(Young Okinawans of So. CA)
Movie: The Teahouse of the August Moon (1953)
April 19  Pala Casino Fundraising

(Uchinaguchi Class/Sokyoku Kenkyukai)

April 20 (Tentative) Talk by Wesley Ueunten (Culture Committee)
April 21 Fujinbu Cooking Class "Kubu irichi"
April 22 Bowling Tournament (Seisonenbu)
April 29 "Okinawa in Pop Culture Series #4"
(Young Okinawans of So. CA)
Movie: Beat (1998), Director: Amon Miyamoto
May 5 Children's Day Activity (Young Okinawans)

May 6 **Woman of the Year Luncheon (Aiko Majikina)

May 20 Geinobu 20th Anniversary Luncheon

May 27 Kajimaya 5th Anniversary

June 21 Gardens of the World, Santa Barbara field trip (Fujinbu)
July 15 OAA Annual Picnic

**Denotes related events other than OAA events
Note: The first Tuesday of every month is Monthly Volunteer Day.
The first Saturday night of every month is Karaoke Club.
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Ken Kamiya -- President, Board of Directors, Building/Fundraising
Chogi Higa -- Advisor, Board of Directors, Uchinaguchi Class
Sadao Tome -- Advisor, Board of Directors, History, Website
Pedro Agena -- Vice-President, Board of Directors, Karaoke Club
Aiko Tokunaga-- Vice-President, Chief Financial Officer, Culture
Helene Shimane -- Secretary, Board of Directors, Young Okinawans
Ethel Asato --Treasurer, Board of Directors
Katsuko Arakawa -- Auditor, Board of Directors,

N

Geinobu

Naomi Endow

Presenting our 2007 Board of Directors and Officers

-- Auditor, Board of Directors, Membership

Haruo Yamashiro -- Public Relations, Board of Directors, Kajimaya
Tomiko Akamine -- Board of Directors, Hospitality

Sachiko Arakaki -- Board of Directors

Masanobu Ajifu -- Board of Directors, Seisonenbu

Shigeko Yamauchi -- Board of Directors, Membership

Kimiko Goya  -- Board of Directors, Fujinbu

Dan Ashimine -- Board of Directors

Geinobu
New Year Kick-off

To start off the new year with a great
boost of excitement we held our first
Geinobu meeting/dinner at the Sea
Empress in Gardena on Sunday,
February 11, 2007. It was wonderful
to see familiar faces as well as new
ones. Once everyone was settled, the
ceremony began with greetings from
M.C. Naomi Endow. In recognition
of the past chairperson, Haruo
Ishihara, and other Geinobu offic-
ers, appreciation plaques were
awarded for their hard work and ef-
fort. Ishihara-sensei stated that with-
out the support of all officers and
Geinobu members he wouldn't have
successfully completed his term.
Thanking all members, Ishihara-
sensei passed the torch to Katsuko
Teruya, the new Geinobu Chair for
2007-2008.

Katsuko Teruya takes over as the
Geinobu enters into its 20th year of
existence. In her speech, she ex-
pressed that while preserving the
past Geinobu events she would like

to further expand and relay the im-
portance of Okinawan culture to the
younger generation as well as the
older generation through new ideas.
Ishihara-sensei and Teruya-sensei
started off the entertainment portion
of the ceremony with a duet. M.C.
Naomi Endow and Geinobu advisor,
Chogi Higa did a wonderful job
while reaching out to all members
speaking in multiple languages--En-
glish, Japanese, and Okinawan .

Special thanks to Yoshimichi Shinjo
for setting up the audio system;
Chogi Higa and Yuko Yamauchi for
their help. Thank you very much to
all members for attending this event.
(Translated by Janet Akiko

Yamauchi)

==

Geinobu Officers for 2007 (From right to left): Chairperson-Katsuko Arakawa,
Vice Chairperson-Akiko Kaneshiro, Treasurer-Michiko Numata, English Secretary-
Akiko Yamauchi, Dance Chairperson-Yoko Kono, Vice Chairperson-Richiko
Nakashima, Japanese Secretary-Itsumi Jacomo (Missing: Vice Chairperson-Atsushi

Gushi, Music Chairperson-Steve Matsumoto)

i
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KAMIYA LIBRARY UPDATE

How time flies! We're already into
the third month of 2007. OAA,
Inc.'s Charles M. & Yoshiko
Kamiya Library continues to serve
our membership, young and old.
With the completion of our elevator,
we're anticipating more use by our
seniors. A great, big thank you to
our dedicated volunteer, Eileen
Yorizone for creating a data base of
all the books we have in English as
well as the abundance of video tapes
we have available. Other volunteers
who have given of their valuable
time are Ruth Loo, Betty Oshiro,
Charlotte Gibo, Kay Goda, Marg-
aret Oshiro and others. We are still
in need of volunteers who can read
Japanese to work in the Japanese
Section. Volunteers are so valuable
to us!

Six months of the year, yours truly
travels back and forth to Hawaii to
care for her 90 year old mother who
has advanced Alzheimer's disease.

I have gathered some information

on that topic as well as what a care-

taker must be aware of in caring for
a loved one. You may find them in
our library. Also, for parents with
young children, there are lots of
Disney videos, favorites such as
Lion King, The Little Mermaid,
Jungle Book and many, many more.
Please come in and check them out.
Our library bulletin board theme
this year is: OAA, INC./MEM-
BERS in the NEWS. We'll need
your help in gathering articles/pho-
tos in newspapers or magazines
about OAA, Inc. or any of its Mem-
bers. Please submit them to our
OAA Office. Our library hours are:
Mon.-Fri., 10:00 AM-4:00 PM and
the LAST Saturday of each month.
Please call in advance if you wish
this service at (310) 532-1929.
Thank you to all the volunteers who
have donated to OAA, Inc.'s Charles
M. & Yoshiko Kamiya Library.
(Jane H. Kuniyoshi)
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New Year's Party Raffle Prize
Missing! Someone went home
with the wrong raffle prize on
Jan 21! If you took home a box
of Noritake China (4 dinner
plates) repacked in a red
quesadilla-maker box, please
let us know so we can get the
complete set to the right people
and the CORRECT prize to
\y\ou! A brand new humidifier is

Lost and Found

~

at the OAA Center waiting to be
exchanged for Noritake dinner
plates. Please help get the prizes
to the right people!

Items left at the Quiet Cannon
Jan 21: Angel pin, Pair of zoris
(slippers) with initials MY, Red Ha-
waiian print tote bag with change
of clothes and iron, Ladies silver
watch found in Yamauchi Build-

ing. j

Atsumi "Ats" Akamine's Chibariyo Party

Over 60 people came to show
their Uchinanchu love and support
to Ats Akamine before he left on
March 4th for an 18 month tour in
Iraq. He has been in the National
Guard for 18 years and has helped
in disaster areas such as the
Northridge Earthquake, LA Riots
and El Nino flood relief. But now
he will be deployed overseas to
Iraq. Ats, his Mother (Tomiko) and
brother (Tatsuo) were overwhelmed
by the many friendly people in at-

tendance and the delicious potluck
dishes for everyone to enjoy. The OAA
presented Ats with a quarters lei and
Tomiko with a red fuzzy fur lei. Helene
prepared a scrapbook of well wishes
and love with photos to support Ats
whenever he reads the messages. Sam
took a video as a memory of this won-
derful "Chibariyo" party for Ats to
share with the rest of his family who
could not be there. Ats - we"ll keep
you in our thoughts and prayers.

(Helene Shimane)

Keiro Senior Health Care
Charity Drive

During the weekends of December
2&3,9&10 and 16 & 17 0f 2006,
OAA participated in the annual
Keiro Senior Health Care Charity
Drive sponsored by the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce. This was
one of our coldest winter weather,
but our OAA volunteers were
bundled up at both entrances of
Mitsuwa Marketplace in Torrance
ringing their bells for donations -
"Onegai itashimasu".

On December 27, 2006, Chogi,

Tomiko and Ethel went to the JCC of-
fice in Little Tokyo to count the money
box collected by OAA. Our collection
was $1,578.00. The Japanese Chamber
of Commerce donated $10,324.46 to the
Keiro Homes which was the total from
all the participating organizations. Spe-
cial thanks to all our OAA volunteers
for their time and effort. We're going to
need more of you to volunteer this year
in December. "Onegaishimasu and
Ippee Nifee Deebiru!" ( Ethel Asato)
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World Karate Confederation Champs

On October 20 - 22, 2006, the
World Karate Confederation held
the 5th Jr. World Championships
and World Cup for Children in
Hannover, Germany. There were 20
countries and 48 federations with
1,200 competitors, 20 coaches and
70 referees in attendance. In the
Junior division, the United States
held the highest medal count with 10
gold, 4 silver, and 7 bronzes.

The US team included our own
OAA members and San Diego Oki-
Kenjinkai ~ members,
Tomotsugu (18 yr. old), Miya (16
yr. old) and Mutsuo (16 yr. old)

nawa

Arashiro. They felt fortunate to be a
part of the team. The competition
was fierce and very experienced.
For Tomotsugu, this was his second
time attending, taking 1st place in
Kata in 2004 (15-17 yr. olds) and
this year, repeating his success and
taking gold (18-20 yr. old) once
again. Miya took second place in
Kata and fought her way to the top
to take first in Kumite. Mutsuo
made a great showing with his Kata
Suparinpe to take second behind
his teammate.

Morning trainings, learning unity

and the friendships that grow are

World Kendo Championships

My name is Fumihide Itokazu and I
have been doing kendo for 19 years.
Kendo was something I was thrown
into by my father, and it just seemed
to stick. Over the course of my
kendo career, I have attained the
rank of 3-dan, won the 2005 Good-
will National Championships, and
have been a two-time US Team
Member. For the past six years I
have been doing the nito style,
which is an unorthodox style that
utilizes two shinai instead of one. I
have achieved many of my accom-
plishments through the use of nito.

In December of 2005 the 13th

World Kendo Championships were
held in Taipei, Taiwan where 49
countries participated. Our team
motto for these championships was
"Believe." It was the simple concept
to believe that we are capable of be-
ing the best. For 10 grueling months
we practiced believing that we could
do something no one had ever done
before: defeat Japan. For the past 12
championships, Japan has won ev-
ery single time, with Korea usually
taking second. Everyone believed it
would be Korea that would finally

defeat Japan.
We fought hard to make it to the

F

experiences that these competitors

will never forget. (Tami Arashiro)

Congratulations from OAA to
Tomotsugu, Miya, and Mutsuo

SIS,

[ @

Arashiro and their proud parents,
Tami and Tomohiro Arashiro!

(Photo:
Tomotsugu, Miya and Mutsuo)

Arashiro  winners-

semi-finals to face Japan, but every-
one was already anticipating the
likely finals match between Japan
and Korea. It was a very close
match with the score going back
and forth, and everyone began to
imagine the impossible. When our
5th team member scored the final
match point, the whole arena burst
into cheers with a flurry of Ameri-
can flags waving in the US section.
It was one of the most exhilarating
moments of my life. A group of in-
dividuals who do kendo mostly as a
hobby, defeated Japan's top players
who are labeled as professionals.
We did the impossible.

After the initial excitement was
over, we had to come back to real-
ity, for our objective was not com-
pleted full circle. We still had one
more match with Korea. Although
we had defeated the best team, we
were mentally and physically ex-
hausted and did not have enough
left to take on Korea. We lost two
to zero.

Even though we did not win the
tournament, we still held our heads
high, for we were the first team to
dethrone Japan. Through the eyes
of many, we were the true winners
that day.

Personally, it was very difficult bal-

ancing work, life and kendo this
past year. Almost every weekend,
I would have to work at
Disneyland until one or two in the
morning, and then get only a few
hours of sleep and go to practice at
seven. As soon as practice was
over, | immediately had to drive
back to Disneyland to work an-
other 10 or 11 hours. Ialso had to
sacrifice Ryukyukoku Matsuri
Daiko, which I enjoy doing very
much. It would be impossible to
perform, let alone practice, with
this kind of schedule. However, it
is something I would do all over
again. I am now looking toward
the next world championships that
will be held in 2009 in Brazil.
With more determination and con-
viction than ever before, I believe
we can once again make history by
winning it all. (Fumihide Itokazu)
(Note: The OAA wishes to
warmly congratulete Itokazu (25),
who is the son of Setsuko and the
late Fumio Itokazu of San Dimas,
CA. He is a graduate of CSU
Fullerton with a BA in Business
Administration. He plans to enroll
in a master's program this year.)
(Photo: Fumihide competing at the
2003 12th World Kendo Champion-
ships, Glagow, Scotland)
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Our experiences

at the 4th Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai

After 40 years, I returned to my
ancestral homeland, Okinawa. It
was also my first Taikai Experience.
Our top priority was for my hus-
band, Kevin & his 2 older sisters to
go "Ohaka Maeri" to pay homage to
their family. "Okage Sama de" - be-
cause of them, we are here today en-
joying a better life. We then visited
with relatives & friends who Kevin
& his sisters haven't seen for 60
years. It was truly an emotional
"Homecoming!"

Sightseeing in Okinawa at all those
places I only read about was won-
derful! Truly, all the events at the
Taikai from marching in the parade,
the impressive Opening Ceremony,
plays & through the spectacular

closing ceremony were so memo-

rable. It was amazing to see so
many Uchinanchus from 24 coun-
tries, all in one place! The Oki-
nawan proverb: "Ichariba Chode"
rang so true - " Once we meet, we
are brothers & sisters."

I returned home even prouder to be
an Uchinanchu. I truly believe that
we need to "educate" our younger
generation in the under-standing
and maintaining the rich heritage &
culture of Okinawa. We're looking
forward to our return trip to Oki-
nawa at the next Taikaiin 2011. At
this time, we're taking our 2 chil-
dren, so they too can experience the
wonders & joy of their ancestral
Okinawa.

homeland, (Jane

Kuniyoshi)

My Taikai Experience:
"[s the Uchinanchu Taikai
Geared for the Younger Generation?"

Greetings! I am Yuko Yamauchi, the
OAA Office Manager. With the rec-
ommendation of the OAA, I had the
honor of attending the Taikai as one
of 15 Jisedai Daihyou (Next Genera-
tion Representatives) from kenjinkais
around the world. In his opening cer-
emony speech, outgoing Okinawa
Governor Keiichi Inamine addressed
the need to mentor and develop
young leaders. He pointed out the in-
clusion of the Jisedai Daihyou and
Project Esperanza to the Taikai. At a
separate meeting, it was inspiring to
see the Project Esperanza presenta-
tions by the younger Uchinanchu.
This was a world-wide competition
for the promotion of Okinawan cul-
ture, to select and fund creative, inno-
vative programs submitted by young
Uchinanchu. Everyone was under 40;
the three youngest presenters from
two different countries were only 18!
During the Taikai it was also nice to
see that Okinawa proves competitive

in organizing international meet-
ings, and I thought the simultaneous
interpreting and translations in four
languages were first-rate.

I have just a few observations and a
suggestion to make to the organizers
of the Taikai in Okinawa. Although
the Jisedai Daihyou had the oppor-
tunity to attend all the formal events,
there was no venue to meet the other
Jisedai Dihyou representatives. On
our own, we had to seek out each
other and gather informally, to share
our experiences and our young
generation's point of view, coming
from diverse countries. I was
pleased to witness that the younger
generation is willing to work and
make things happen, instead of wait-
ing for our elders to change things
for us. Although we encountered a
few other organizational problems, I
am pleased to report that there was a
significant effort put forth by the or-
ganizers. If the Taikai is to continue,

Increasing the local Uchinanchu IQ -
YOSC's 2007 Challenge:
What is your Uchinanchu 1Q?

Question: What is the name of the vil-
lage that Mr. Miyagi and Daniel-san
visit in Karate Kid 2? Bonus Question:
Where is it located? (Email
youngokinawans@yahoo.com, if you
know the answer--or want
the answer!) If you attended
the new "Okinawa in Pop
Culture Series" put on by
YOSC in January, you'd
know the answer, for YOSC
is committed to raise the lo- |

cal Uchinanchu IQ--one

< ™ o<
-

point at a time!

The new YOSC leadership
(in the form of Mariko
Walton, Eric Takamine, David and
Eriko Kurashige, Amy Oshiro, Garrett
Ginoza and Yuko Yamauchi) is com-
mitted to implementing new ideas to
help spread Uchinanchu awareness and
attract the younger Okinawans in the
community to join.At time of print, the
YOSC's Culture Committee was busy
planning their first activity for the kids
and young families on Girls' Day, on
March 3. A larger family day activity is
planned for Sat, May 5, Children's

Day.The Social Committee has al-
ready hosted two "Okinawa in Pop
Culture Series" screenings of films
(US & foreign) set in Okinawa and

has revamped the group's website and

YOSC PRESENTS
DN[MAM N POP CULTURE SERIES

THE LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 2PM
O BUILDING, RoOM 103

IO IO

created a Yahoo! Group. There is also
anew YOSC brochure.YOSC can use
your help. Pick up a brochure, check-
out the website, or simply spread the
word. We want to share our
Uchinanchu heritage and pride with
the local community. Invite someone
to join us at our future events or to be-
come involved. For more info, call the
OAA Center http://

www.yoscla.org or email.Ready for

or visit

the next IQ question? Stay tuned!

it has to more fully involve and in-
spire the younger generation.

If you have been uncertain about
attending the taikais, for whatever
reason, I can assure you, you will
NOT REGRET going! I can attest to
that. Also, thanks to Okinawa BBtv,
you can still experience the 4th
Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival,
including the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies, the Naha Tug-of-War,

the Parade and the finale at the
Seaside Park. Go to the website:
www.okinawabbtv.com/
chimugukuru/index.htm/
Although it's in Japanese, you
can easily guess at the links for

the various events. Enjoy!!
(Photo: Edward (Brazil), Mary
(Peru), Keith (Hawaii), Jack
(Seattle) and Yuko at the

Governor's reception)
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General Announcements:

* Don't miss: Wesley Ueunten, UC Berkeley
scholar, former Kempi recipient and long-
time friend of OAA will (hopefully) perform
on sanshin and speak on recent research/
experiences in Okinawa-related studies.
Tentative date set for Fri, 4/20. Call OAA for
more details.

* Library Hours: In optimistic hopes that the
elevator will be completed, the OAA Library
will be open temporarily on the last Satur-
day of each month. Please come by and
visit! Next date: March 31. Call to confirm.
* Email Updates: OAA has begun sending
out email updates to keep members and
friends connected more frequently. If you
would like to subscribe, please write to
mensore@earthlink.net.
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